Home Group notes for the week following Sunday 12th October 2014

ORDINARY PEOPLE, PARTNERING WITH GOD AND WITH EACH OTHER
As we Gather
During His teachings in Jerusalem after He overturned the tables of the money lenders in the
Temple, the authorities watched and questioned Jesus regularly in an attempt to trip Him up / catch
Him out
Reading Scripture

PSALM 130
Isaiah 51 : 1 – 3 & 7 – 11
and MARK 12 : 28 - 37

(Romans 5 : 1 – 11)

Thinking together
When Jesus was challenged [Mark 12:28-34] concerning which of the Commandments He thought
the greatest, He made love the most important thing in life [Romans 13:8-10] when He quoted the
great Jewish confession of faith (which is even today recited at morning and evening prayers)
[Deuteronomy 6:4-5], with an emphasis on love for neighbour [Leviticus19:18].
We do not live by rules, but by relationships, and it we love God we experience His love within and
will express that love to others
What are some of the ways we can express this love? Discuss
In Romans 5:1-11, Paul reminds us that God’s way of salvation has always been by grace through
faith [Ephesians 2:8-9]. God sent Christ because He loves us [Romans 5:8], and the Cross is the final
proof of God’s love. It is only when we accept as true what Jesus said about God that the way is
opened for us to have intimacy with God / be reconciled with Him, and have peace with Him
(justification).
The blessings we enjoy as a result of God’s love, Christ’s sacrifice, and the work of the Holy Spirit
within are –
 Peace with God [Romans 5:1 Isaiah 32:17]
How do you experience God’s peace in your life? Discuss
 Access to God [Romans 5:2a Ephesians 2:13-14 & 18 Hebrews 10:19-25]
What does this mean to you? Discuss
 Glorious hope [Romans 5:2b, 3 and 11]
What is this hope? Discuss
 Christian character [Romans 5:3-4 Romans 8:35-39 Psalm 130]
What do you understand by ‘Christian character’? Discuss
 God’s love within [Romans 5:5-8 James 1:1-4]
What is the effect of this in your life? Discuss
 Salvation from future wrath [Romans 5:8-10 1 Thessalonians 5:8-10 Hebrews 7:23-25
How do you feel about this? Discuss

 Reconciliation with God [Romans 5:11]
What does this mean to you? Discuss
It is not easy being a Christian. It is easy to let habit / ritual take the place of love; to let worship
become a thing of the church building instead of a thing of life; to allow circumstances / pressures
and troubles to overwhelm {Psalm 130]instead of trusting God
How can you make love, worship and trust the whole of your life? Discuss
What does it mean when a person is not far from the kingdom of God [Mark 12:34]?
Discuss
While teaching in the Temple [Mark12:35-37], Jesus put to the crowds listening to Him, a question
He had previously put to the disciples [Matthew 16:13-20] – Who is Messiah? Whose Son is He?
When He quoted Psalm 110 [Mark 12:30] Jesus was trying to change their mindset about Messiah
being a warrior king.
The only way David’s son could also be David’s Lord is if Messiah were God in human form
[Isaiah 7:14 Matthew 1:18-25]
How would you describe Jesus (how do you experience Him)? Discuss

In Closing
If we are wrong about Christ we are wrong about salvation [John 3:16-21 1John 2:18-23].
How does this statement make you feel?

PRAYER YOU MIGHT LIKE TO READ
Lord of all love, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your Holy Name,
for you never fail to help and guide those whom you have set upon the sure
foundation of your loving-kindness.
Amen
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