Home Group notes for the week following Sunday 19th October 2014
GROWING WHOLENESS
As we Gather
Love and respect – for God and for people – run like a golden ribbon throughout Jesus’ ministry and
teaching [Deuteronomy 6:4-5 & Leviticus 19:18].
Reading Scripture

PSALM 122
Isaiah 58 : 1 – 8
(Romans 14 : 1 – 9)
and MATTHEW 5 : 43 - 48

Thinking together
Our attitude toward God will determine how we view church, worship, and our fellow Christians. To
experience peace of mind, and find peace with others, we must first find peace with God.
What is your attitude toward God? Discuss [Psalm 122

Isaiah 58:1-5]

What does God consider to be true worship / fasting? Discuss [Isaiah 58:6-8]
A vital relationship with God is more important than a pious front, and a genuine compassion than
correct worship and adherence to ritual [Romans 14:1-6]. Sincere faith reaches out to others, and
true worship is pleasing God by applying His word to our society [Micah 6:8 & James 1:26-27].
Jesus saw true penitence and faith in terms justice and caring love [Isaiah 58:6-7 +9b]
What do you think the ‘whole tithe’ comprises? Discuss [Malachi 3:10]
We all have unique abilities and strengths. We also each have weaknesses, yet we are all equally
precious to God, and He is able to use both our strengths and our weaknesses; our spiritual maturity
and our immaturity to achieve His purposes [Romans 14:1-9]
What are some of your abilities / strengths? Discuss
In what situations do you feel spiritually vulnerable? Discuss
Differences of opinion or of scruple often give rise to friction and argument in the church
Why do you think this happens? Discuss
Such differences can be dealt with openly and honestly in love if all concerned avoid impatient
annoyance, contempt or ridicule concerning others ideas / opinions [Galatians 2:11-26].
We all need affirmation. God has received us, so we should welcome differences which can increase
and enrich our understanding of Christian life.
As a member of a church group how have you grown this past year? Discuss
Jesus Christ is Lord, and it is only when we give ourselves fully to God / allow Christ to be Lord in our
lives, that He is able to release us from our natural selfishness.

The Holy Spirit helps us to show love to others and pray for their wellbeing, even if we do not feel
love (agape love) [Matthew 5:43].
What do you understand by ‘agape love’? Discuss
Christian love enables us to grow more like God [Psalm 145:8 + 15-16] – to love as God loves and to
forgive as God forgives [Matthew 5:43-48].
In Closing
As we mature spiritually, we grow in wholeness [Isaiah 58:8] of character, of holiness, of maturity,
and of love. We are able to realise the purpose for which we have been planned, designed and
made.
What is your God given purpose?

PRAYER YOU MIGHT LIKE TO READ
O God, every good gift comes from you.
Because you have made us, we owe you the whole of our love.
Because you have redeemed us, we owe you all that we are.
Keep alive in us a spirit of gratitude that we may be transformed
into a people of righteousness, and render to you the faithful
service of loyal hearts.
Amen
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