
Home Group notes for the week following 7th October 2018 

BONDING, UNITY AND FIDELITY 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
The Jewish ideal of marriage did not materialise in practice as in Jewish law women were regarded 
as an object / possession. 
The Jewish law of divorce was instituted in the time of Moses as God’s concession – in the light of 
the sinfulness of the human heart - to protect the injured party in a bad situation 
 
READING SCRIPTURE    Mark 10:2-16    [optional readings    Job 1:1 + 2:1-10    Psalm 26             

    Hebrews 1:1-4 + 2:5-12] 
               

THINKING TOGETHER 
 
The Pharisees saw divorce as a legal issue rather than a spiritual one, using Deuteronomy 24:1 as a 
proof text for divorce.  The crux of the matter however was the interpretation of this text in 
implementing the law.  This was a matter of hot rabbinic debate and controversy. 
When the Pharisees approached Jesus with their question about divorce (Mark 10:2) their idea was 
that no matter what answer Jesus gave, He was sure to displease someone. 
Ignoring current debates on the interpretation of Deuteronomy 24:1-4, Jesus used their question to 
review God’s intended purpose for marriage and expose their superficiality and selfish motives. 
(Mark 10:3-6)    [optional readings    Genesis 1:27 + 2:1-25]. 
God put enough regulations round divorce to ensure that wives would not become victims of their 
husband’s whims (Matthew 19:8-9).  Jesus emphasised that marriage is a physical union therefore 
only a physical cause can break it   [optional readings    Matthew 5:32     Romans 7:1-3]. 
God expects both parties to remain committed to and true to each other, and only He can separate 
those united in marriage (Mark 10:7-9). 
 
 Where does the Church stand on this issue?   Discuss 
 

Can the relationship between the Church (Bride of Christ) and God be likened to a spiritual 
marriage?    Discuss 
 
What breaks / destroys your relationship with God in the context of ‘fidelity’ between you 
and Him?   Discuss  [optional re4adings Psalm 26:2-5   Hebrews 1:1-5   Colossians 2:18   
Revelation 19:1-10] 

 
Among the many ways Jesus used to teach / share God’s word were paradoxes – succinct 
statements that seemed to contradict themselves while expressing a valid truth / principle – such as 
in Mark (10:13-16) when He pointed out that adults need to become like children (childlike) to enter 
and belong in the kingdom of God.   [Paul used the same technique in 2 Corinthians 12:10b]. 
 
Children do not need to understand why adults do and say things – they believe us if they trust us.  
Adults are not so trusting (Mark 10:14), and Jesus indicated that adults should have this childlike 
kind of faith / trust and belief in Him.  [optional reading   Job 1:1 + 2:1-0].  It is enough to know God 
loves us and forgives our sin 
 

In what ways can the experience of a divorce / disunity between parents affect the trust in 
/ relationships with adults, of the child / children ?   Discuss 
 



Where does the Church stand in this situation?   Discuss 
 
Do you enjoy a simple faith in God or do you find that you often wrestle with Him?   
Discuss 

 
 IN CLOSING 
 
While the spiritual element is vitally important in marriage, the emphasis in the first portion of this 
text is that marriage is a physical union.  In the second potion of the text Jesus was indicating the 
spiritual element of parent-child relationships.  Children live by faith. 
 
We enter God’s kingdom by faith and we enjoy God’s kingdom by faith, believing that the Father 
loves us and will care for us. 
 
 What do you do when you have been hurt or have a problem? 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
O Holy Trinity, you are the unity of love.   
Keep in love those who are born to each other,  
and sustain the love of those who choose one another, 
 that all will flourish in the security you intend:   
for you live and reign, one God, now and forever. 
    Amen 
  
 
 


