
Home Group notes for the week following 4th November 2018 

KINGDOM PRIORITIES 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 
By the time of Jesus the original God given laws for living had been multiplied into hundreds of laws, 
and religious leaders were not always in agreement about them.  Some tried to distinguish between 
major and minor laws and some taught that all laws were equal and equally binding. 
 
READING SCRIPTURE    Mark 12:25-34    [optional readings    Ruth 1:1-18    Psalm 146     

Hebrews 9:11-14]     
   
     

THINKING TOGETHER           
 
During His last week in Jerusalem for the Passover, Jesus was confronted b y the religious leaders on 
ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ aŀǊƪΩǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΣ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ мм ŀƴŘ мнΦ 
 
The expert on the law (Scribe) who questioned Jesus (Mark 12:28) was asking Him something which 
ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛƴ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ  WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻƻƪ ǘǿƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ 
and put them together to make one (Mark 12:29-31). 
[optional readings     Deuteronomy  4:1-2  +  6:4-5    Leviticus 19:18    Romans 13:8-10] 
 
Lƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜŘ ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŀǿǎΣ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ς love for God and 
love for others. 
To Jesus the only way anyone can prove their love for God is by showing that they love people.  If we 
love God we will experience His love within us and express this love to others. 
[optional readings    Ruth 1:16-17    Psalm 146:1 + 5-6    Hebrews 9:13-14] 
 
 When last did you knowingly / consciously experience God’s love?   Discuss 
 

When in trouble / difficult situations, do you consider the needs of others as well as your 
own?   Discuss    [optional readings    Luke 4:18-21 + 17:21-23] 
 
When you make decisions and you are uncertain of what to do, do you always ask yourself 
what course of action best demonstrates love for God and love for others?   Discuss 

 
!ŦǘŜǊ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛōŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
of his faith, that such love was better than all sacrifices (Mark 12:32-33). 
[optional readings    Psalm 51:16-17    Mica 6:6-8] 
 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛōŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ όaŀǊƪ мнΥопύ 
 
 What does it mean when a person is not far from the Kingdom of God?   Discuss 
 
 
IN CLOSING 
 
Rules and rituals do not cleaƴǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΦ  hƴƭȅ WŜǎǳǎ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΦ 



True obedience comes from the heart and because all Old Testament commands lead to Jesus, the 
next step is to have faith in Jesus, Himself.  To accept the Jesus way of doing things is to become a 
true citizen of His kingdom.  
 
We live by relationships, not rules. 
 
 What is your reaction / response to this statement? 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
God of love,  
through Jesus, you reveal the narrowness of our  
understanding and the blindness of our vision.   
Fill our hearts and minds with your love so that  
through Christ our Lord, we are impelled to care  
for our brothers and sisters.    Amen 


