Home Group notes for the week following 28th October 2018
TRUSTING PERSISTENCE
AS WE GATHER

On their way to Jerusalem for the Passover, Jesus and the disciples passed through Jericho, a town
about a day’'s wal k fr om t he mosttowns, sittindBadogggidethe wer e
roads into and out of the town.

READING SCRIPTURE Mark 10:46-52 [optional reading Job42:1-6 + 1017 Psalm 34:4
Hebrews 722-28]

THINKING TOGETHER
Mark tells us that the beggar Bartimaeus heard that Jesus of Nazareth, the Healer, was passing by.
He was determined not to let his one chance of healing be taken from him, and did his best to get
Jesus’ attention (Mark 10:47).

If you can, share with the group an occasion you desperately needed Jesus’ help
At that time blindness was considered a curse from God for sin (John 9:2), and at first the crowds
tried to stop Bartimaeus; but when Jesus stopped they told him that Jesus was calling for him
(Mark10:4849). He was so eager to reach Jesus that he jumped up and ran to Him (Mark 10:50).

In this little cameo we see
1 Barti maeus

persistence and determination to

How eager are you to make use of every opportunity to approach Jesus? Discuss
[optional readings Psalm 34:4, 6 + 8 HebrewsZ524 Romans 8:335]

Are your requests to Jesus made with the same conviction / persistence and trust as that
of Bartimaeus? Discuss

f Bari maeus’' eager response to Jesus'’ cal l ( M«

Are you sometimes so focussed on your situation / circumstances that you miss Jesus’ call?
Discuss

9 Bartimaeus knew exactly what he wanted from Jesus (M@rkl)

Christianity begins with a personal response / reaction to Jesusinstinctive knowledge thae is
the one person who can meet our need

Are you sometimes vague about knowing what you really want from Jesus? Discuss
Do you really know and believe what Jesus can do for you? Discuss

1 Bartimaeus’ faith i n Je selysndestandthetitleloewaydr he di
Him (9 Mark 10:448) [Son of David, a national title for the Messiah]



We are not required to understand the mystery of Jesus, but only to have faith in Him / to know He
can help us

Do you have faith like Bartimaeus? Discuss

When Bartimaeus was in front of Jesus, he now called Him Ralpbéxpression of personal faith
(Mark 10:51)

How do you express / verbalise your personal faith in Jesus? Discuss

i Bartimaeus response of gratitude and |l oyalty as h
(Mark 10:52)

How do you show your gratitude to Jesus for what He has done for you? Discuss

IN CLOSING

This is the |l ast healing mir acfihabjoumeytoderusaech by Mar
and seen that on the way He stops to heal those whose need is great; contiewémgat this time
to reveal andexpress love, mercy and grace

PRAYER

Merciful Lord,
you heard the cry of the blind beggar
when others wouldhave silenced him.
Give us courage to be persistent in prayer,
to ask plainly for what we need,
and to follow you where you lead.

Amen



