
Home Group notes for the week following 23rd September 2018 

NEW VISION / SERVANT HEART 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Jesus and His disciples left Gentile territory and began their return to Jerusalem through the region 
of Galilee.  He wanted time to equip His disciples for carrying on after He was no longer with them.  
It takes time to learn; growing into spiritual maturity is a slow process. 
 
READING SCRIPTURE    Mark 9:30-37    [optional readings    Proverbs 3 1:10-31    Psalm 1             

    James 3:13 ς 4:3 + 7-8a] 
               

THINKING TOGETHER 
 
Throughout His ministry Jesus had made time to draw aside with His disciples in order to expand on 
the deeper meaning(s) behind some of His parables and actions  
 

What opportunities are available to you within the Church / faith community to learn 
more about God / Jesus and develop spiritually?   Discuss 

 
In spite of Jesus explaining what lay ahead in Jerusalem the disciples still did not understand Him 
 

Why were the disciples afraid to ask Jesus about His prediction of what was to come?   
Discuss   (Mark 9:31-32)   [optional reading   Daniel 7:13-14] 

 
¢ƘŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙƻǿ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
Messiah-ship. 
 
 Why could the disciples not answer Jesus’ question?   Discuss   (Mark 9 33-34) 
              [optional readings    Psalm 1:1-3    James 4:7-8] 
 
It is always painful to compare our motives with those of Christ. 
 

Do you measure your thoughts and actions against the question “What would Jesus think 
about this”?   Discuss 

 
 The Church is the Bride of Christ –  

- Where do you fit in?   Discuss   [optional reading    Proverbs 31:10-31] 
- What is your motive / are your motives for your involvement in your local 

church activities?   Discuss 
 
Christian greatness / stature is achieved through service, not status; our faith in God and our 
response to His revealed will.   [optional readings   Psalm 1:1-3   Jeremiah 17:5-8] 
 
.ŀǊŎƭŀȅ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ¢ǊǳŜ ǎŜƭŦƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǊŀǊŜΩ 
 
 Discuss this statement 
 
Knowing what was in the minds of His disciples, Jesus used a child as His example of submission and 
humility.  In the time of Jesus children (and women) were considered to be of no importance in 
society.  This is still true of some societies today. 



 Why did Jesus use a child to emphasis His point?   Discuss   (Mark 9:35-36) 
 

How do society’s attitude / treatment of women and children reflect our attitude towards 
the helpless and the marginalised among us?   Discuss 

 
 
 IN CLOSING 
 
True humility means knowing oneself, accepting oneself, being oneself and giving of self for others. 
If we have the heart of a child we will have very little trouble being servants.  It is not necessary to 
perform miracles or heroic deeds to prove our love for Jesus 
 
 How do you prove your love of Him, to Jesus, every day?  
 
PRAYER 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you turn everything upside down  
and make all things new.  
Pour your wisdom into our hearts, so that we will turn  
from selfish ambition to walk in your way of mercy and peace. 
    Amen 
  
 
NOTE TO GROUPS 
 
PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO NOTES NEXT WEEK – SCHOOL HOLIDAYS. 
 
NOTES WILL BE AVAILABLE AGAIN ON SUNDAY 7TH OCTOBER 2018 


