Home Group notes for the week following Sunday 18th September 2016
STEWARDSHIP
As we Gather
Life is a stewardship and we must use our God-given opportunities faithfully. Our attitude should be
to invest our lives for the good of others and the glory of God.
Reading Scripture

Jeremiah 8:18 – 9:1 Psalm 79:1-9 1Timothy 2:1-7

Luke 16:1-13

Thinking Together
In chapter 16:1-13, Luke records the story Jesus told of a bad man’s good example (16:1-8), before
going on to give three pieces of advice to His listeners, based on the experience of the steward /
estate manager (16:9-13)
What is stewardship? Discuss (1 Corinthians 4:2)
In the story Jesus told, the dishonest steward / manager had forgotten that the estate was not his
and began to act as if he were the owner – he wasted his master’s wealth.
When his master heard about this he asked for an inventory of goods and an audit of the books. He
also fired the steward / manager
How faithful have you been as a steward of what God has given you? Discuss
How do you feel when you see what is happening in our city / nation? Discuss
(Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 Luke 13:34)
What can Christians do about injustice and corruption? Discuss
(2 Chronicles 36:11-14 1 Timothy 2:1-6)
Prayer was as much a part of the Apostles ministry as was preaching the Word / Gospel (Acts 6:1-4)
What is the place (priority / time given to) of prayer in your
- Local church? Discuss
- Daily life? Discuss
From the story He told, Jesus pointed out to His listeners (and to us) that 1. They should use opportunities wisely (16:8-9) as a time would come when they could no
longer earn.
Christians need to relate this advice to investing their resources in bringing people to Christ
What are your resources? Discuss (Deuteronomy 8:11-18 Ephesians 5:15-17
and 1 Peter 4:10)
How do we learn God’s will for their use?
A resource often overlooked by Christians is the Gospel (1Thessalomians 2:4). God has committed
His Truth to us to guard and invest in the lives of others (2 Corinthians 4:7 1 Timothy 6:20 and
2 Timothy 3:2)

2. They should be faithful in the way they used their material wealth (16:10-12).
Christians need to be aware that it is impossible to separate the spiritual from the material
(1 Peter 5:2).
People who are unfaithful in the way they use money are also unfaithful in the way they use
the “true riches” of God’s kingdom
What are these “true riches”?
3. They should be totally / completely devoted to the Lord, and be single minded (16:13).
Christians need to remember that Jesus requires a personal integrity from His followers
which puts Him first in all things (Matthew 6:19-24 + 33)
How much of your material wealth (money, possessions), time and self do you give God
each day? Discuss

In Closing
Jesus spoke often about money in His teachings. He was very concerned that His followers should
remember that only God can sanctify it and use it for good.
If God is our Master – money becomes our servant.
If God is not our Master we become the servants / slaves of money
What effect(s) would this latter have on our relationship with God, self and others?

PRAYER
O God the source of our salvation,
you sent your Son to redeem us; anoint us with
the spirit of consolation and joy, that we may
respond to the cries of your people. Amen

