Home Group notes for the week following Sunday 19th February 2017
...LEAD US...(AND)...DELIVER US FROM EVIL
Walking with Jesus
As we Gather
The laws to which Jesus refers in Matthew 5:38 & 43 are part of the Code of Hammurabi of Babylon,
devised by him in 2285BC. They became part of the ethic of the Old Testament and were aimed at
limiting vengeance, and ensuring mercy. They could only be exercised by a judge in a court of law;
only the person perpetrating the crime could be punished and the punishment could be no greater
than the crime committed (rule of tit for tat). Generally in Israel they were seldom carried out
literally but the injury or hurt was assessed at a monetary value.
Reading Scripture

Leviticus 19:1-2 + 9-18 Psalm 119:33-40
Matthew 5:38-48

1 Corinthians 3:10-11 + 16-23

Thinking Together
Jesus taught that in the kingdom of heaven there is no place for resentment, selfishness and
revenge. He replaced the ancient law (Matthew 5:38-42) with an attitude, a new spirit of
Non-resentment and non-retaliation; a willingness to accept hurt and suffering rather
than to cause another to suffer
- Giving up rights and privileges for the sake of others; a generous and gracious giving to
those in need
Do you sometimes find it difficult to forget a hurt and so avoid / resent the person who
hurt you? Discuss
Do you try to do to others what you would like them to do to your? Discuss
Have you experienced in the local church / ministry group the effects on unity and
effectiveness of people who insist on their rights? Discuss
Do you practice generous and gracious giving in all dimensions of your life – physical,
emotional, spiritual, intellectual, financial, time? Discuss
Jesus teaches that it is more important to give justice and mercy than it is to receive it. We can only
do what Jesus requires of us in His strength – the strength to love like He loves; to be vulnerable to
hurt and victorious over our natural instincts at the same time; to have faith and trust in His
indwelling Spirit to guide and lead us into His will / plan for us (Matthew 5:43-48).
Christian love (agape love) is the central theme of Matthew chapters 5-7. It is the basis of all
relationships. Such love is an act of will; a determination of mind and heart to achieve goodwill even
to those who hurt and injure us.
Who does Jesus say are our enemies? Discuss
How do we show love to our enemies? Discuss
Does praying for our enemies make it any easier to love them? Discuss

The only way to grow in character, maturity, and a deepening faith (wholeness), is to build ourselves
and our local faith community / church
- On the foundation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 3:10-11)
What is the Gospel of Christ? Discuss
-

On the wisdom (doctrines) of the Word of God (1 Corinthians 3:12-17 Psalm 119:33-40
Proverbs 2:1-5 and 3:13-15)

What should be the ministry of preachers, teachers and leaders in the local church?
Discuss
Do you agree with the statement “Each of us builds into the church what we build into our
own lives” Discuss
-

On the right plan – of prayer, humility, the power of the Holy
Spirit, sacrifice and service (1Corinthians 3:18-20)

What happens to the members of the local church when it is led by the Holy Spirit to
identify the needs of society? Discuss
-

With the motive of bringing / giving glory to God (1Corinthians 3:21-23).

In Closing
We are delivered from evil by
 The death of Christ for us, which delivers us from the power of sin (Colossians 1:13-14
and Galatians 1:4)
 The prayers of Christ for us (John 10:16 and John 17:20-26)
 The Spirit of Christ in us (Romans 8:9-29)
We become perfect when we fulfil the purpose for which we were created.
We enter Christian perfection when we learn to forgive as God forgives, and to love as God loves.
For what purpose was humankind created?
(Genesis1:20 Leviticus 19:1-2 Matthew 5:48)

