Home Group notes for the week following Sunday 22nd May 2016

TRINITY SUNDAY
As we Gather
The wisdom and glory of God are celebrated throughout Scripture; and through the work of Jesus
and the Holy Spirit (Spirit of Truth) believers have access to God and share in His wisdom and glory.
Reading Scripture

Romans 5:1-5 John 16:12-15 see also Proverbs 8:1-4 + 22-31
and Psalm 8

Thinking Together
Because of the work of Jesus on the Cross we have been reconciled to God. We have reached the
haven of His grace and peace (Romans 5:1 Isaiah 32:15-8)
What does ‘peace with God’ mean to you? Discuss
Faith, hope and love are at the heart of the Christian life.
Our relationship with God begins with faith. We stand in grace (not Law) as Jesus ushers us into the
presence of God (Romans 5:2-4
Luke 23:45 Ephesians 2:14 Ephesians 1:7-14 and 3:8-12)
What are God’s riches of grace? Discuss
How are we able to draw on these riches? Discuss
Trials and troubles work for the believer as they bring us nearer to, and make us more like, the Lord
when we go through our troubles depending on God’s grace.
The Holy Spirit fills us with an experience of God’s love which sustains us and gives us hope
throughout our troubles as He helps us grow to spiritual maturity (Romans 5:5 James 1:1-6)
Are you able to share with the group an occasion when God’s grace and love have helped
you through a difficult time? Discuss
Jesus knew that His disciples of that time, and His disciples of today, are only able to grasp
information when we have the (spiritual, emotional, intellectual) capacity to receive it.
The Holy Spirit – Spirit of Truth – reveals / teaches us the truths we need to know, when we need
them, and when we are ready to receive them (John 16:12-13 1 Corinthians 2:14-18 and
Ephesians 1:17-18)
Can you recall an occasion on which a well known Bible verse ‘jumped out’ at you as you
read a passage you had read many times before? Discuss
Submission to Christ and Knowledge of Christ go hand in hand. God’s Spirit can only reveal His truth
to a believer (child of God)
What are the ways God’s truths and glory can be revealed? Discuss

The work of the Holy Spirit is never divorced from Jesus Christ, the Word of God
(John 15:26 and 16:14)
 Jesus is Truth (John 14:16)
 The Word is Truth (John 17:17)
 The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth (John 16:13) and does not speak apart
from the Father and the Son
How does it make you feel to know that the Godhead lives in you? Discuss
The Spirit ministers directly to believers (the Church) and the world; but also to Christ as He works in
the authority of Christ and glorifies Christ in all that He does
‘The discovery of truth is a gift from God’; what does this mean to you? Discuss
We study the Word to see Jesus Christ, to know God better, and to glorify Him on our lives.

In Closing
The peace of God takes care of the past, access to God takes care of the present, hope of the glory of
God takes care of the future.
For believers, true ministry in the Spirit means we have no private agenda in our witness and service,
as we allow the Holy Spirit to work in and through us to glorify Christ, who glorifies the Father
‘There is not end to God’s revelation of truth’ How do you feel, knowing this?

PRAYER
God of unchanging power,
you have revealed yourself to us as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Keep us firm in this faith that we may praise and bless your
holy name, for you are one God living and reigning in glory
now and forever.
Amen

