Home Group notes for the week following Sunday 26th October 2014
ST JOHN’S 120TH ANNIVERSARY
As we Gather
Those who delight in the Lord look for opportunities to draw aside from the busyness of life to
deliberately and consciously meet with God and spend time in His presence

Reading Scripture

PSALM 84
Genesis 28 : 10 - 22
and MATTHEW 21 : 12 - 16

(Hebrews 10 : 19 - 25)

Thinking together
Going into a church helps us to step aside from our activities to pray and to meditate (Psalm 84)
How does going to church / into a church help us meet with God? Discuss
What “spiritual rain” helps you survive spiritual/emotional drought? Discuss
(Psalm 84:5-7)
We each have to establish our own personal relationship with God. (Genesis 28:1-22 and
Galatians 3:6-9).
At Bethel, when Jacob personally encountered God for the first time, he was awed and thought of
the place as the house of God. Having ‘found’ God, Jacob based his life on God’s words. However,
having no understanding of God’s grace (Genesis 28:14-15) he was unchanged and remained
essentially the same self-seeking person he had always been, so thought to make a bargain with God
(Genesis 28:20-22).
For the Christian, a dynamic devotion to the Lord is founded on the blood of Christ and His priestly
function. He is not only the living way to God but He takes us into the presence of God. He issues a
threefold invitation to us into the heavenly sanctuary (Hebrews 10:19-25).
What gives us the confidence to approach God with our troubles, joys, sorrows, requests?
Discuss
(Hebrews 10:19-20)
What makes our request to God a prayer and not a bargain? Discuss
(Psalm 84:8-12 John 1:43-51 Hebrews 10:19-23)
The Holy Spirit and the presence of Christ cleanse thoughts and inmost desires so that we no longer
think only of self and gather / attend church for what we can get. We now start to think of others
and begin trying to set an example of righteousness ( Hebrews 28:24-25).
How can you encourage others? Discuss
The incident described in Matthew 21:12-16 tells us a number of things about Jesus
• His fiercest manifestations of anger were directed against those who exploited their
fellows for profit, especially in the name of religion (Jeremiah 7:11)
Many practices which had begun as a service and convenience to out of town visitors
had not been corrupted and become lucrative business

•

He was / is greatly angered by anything / any practice in God’s house which interferes
with worship (Isaiah 56:7 Malachi 3:1-3).
A spirit of bitterness, of argument, of strife in the church makes worship impossible
What causes such a spirit in a church? Discuss

•

His anger only affected those with guilty consciences and they left, but those in need
stayed (Matthew 21:14) as Love with its healing power remained.
What makes people leave the church / move from church to church? Discuss

By quoting from Isaiah and Psalm 8:2 Jesus affirmed that He is God and as such has specific
requirements of His House (church)
Evidence of our dependence upon God and faith in His Word
How is this manifested? Discuss (1Timothy 2:1-2 + 8)
-

The needy should feel welcome and find the help they require
How is this manifested? Discuss (Hebrews 10:24 Matthew 21:14)

-

God’s power at work
How is this manifested? Discuss (Hebrews 10:23-25

-

Sincere and childlike praise
How is this manifested? Discuss (Psalm 84:4 + 12

1 Timothy 2:1-8)

Matthew 21:15-16)

In Closing
Fellowship with Christ / God unites us with God and each other. As our spirit’s understanding (our
formation as Christians) moves from mind to heart, the fruits of Faith, Hope and Love can be seen in
our lives and ultimately in the life of the faith community / church.

PRAYER YOU MIGHT LIKE TO READ
Blessed Lord, you gave us the Scriptures to point the way to salvation.
Teach us to hear them, read them, and study them with love and prayer.
Save us from our self-satisfaction, rigidity and corruption.
Help us to see your presence among us so that we walk in the way of peace,
and serve in your name, with your love, compassion, justice and mercy.
Amen
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